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The White Coat Ceremony is a meaningful tradition 
that signifies a student’s transition into the clinical 
years of the pharmacy program. During the ceremony, 
students enrolled in the first year of the program are 
donned a white coat, a recognized symbol of clinical 
service and patient care. Students also recite the Pledge of 
Professionalism to publicly acknowledge their willingness 
to meet the professional expectations established by the 
pharmacy community.   

The White Coat Ceremony, as it is known today, first 
began at the Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons and has been adopted by numerous colleges 

and schools involved in educating and training students 
interested in a wide range of health and medical related 
professions. The Texas A&M Rangel School of Pharmacy 
held its first White Coat Ceremony in 2007 and the 
tradition continues today.

We are delighted that you have joined us to celebrate this 
important milestone in our students’ lives. They have 
worked hard to arrive to this point of their education and 
continue to work hard to accomplish their goal of earning 
a Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) degree. On behalf of the 
entire school, we thank you for attending our White Coat 
Ceremony.   

Talina Abrego, KV
Celeste Aguilar, CS
Uriah Aldape, KV
Yasameen Almahrooq, CS
Katelyn Almaraz, KV
Nicole Alonzo-Hernandez, CS
Daniel Alvarez, KV
Alexis Barrios, KV
Megan Beard, KV
Kaitlin Beettner, CS
Mariela Berrones, KV
Brayden Boone, KV
Bailey Bullin, CS
Victoria Cadena, KV
Audrie	 Castano, KV
Austin Castilleja, KV
Caleb Castillo, KV
Michelle Cho, KV
Mykel Colbert, KV
Cecilia Cuevas-Ramirez, KV
Angel Dao, CS
Reina De La Paz, KV
Miguel Delgado, KV
Tori Dornak, CS
Miles Dubose, CS
Alexis Elizalde, KV
Kendall Etzler, KV
Darren Fillman, CS
Hannah Fogg, CS
Katelyn Frankens, CS
Mauricia Gallegos, KV
Juan Garcia, KV
Julia Garcia, KV
Laura Garcia, KV
Maria Garcia, KV
Irma Garcia-Rios, KV
Ashley Garza, KV
Tiffany Garza, KV
Allyson Gaytan, KV
Hintsa Girmay, KV

Norma Gonzalez, KV
Hannah Graff, KV
Lily Grajeda, CS
Anjelique Gregor, CS
Jesus Gutierrez, KV
Emily Habib, KV
Arturo Heras, CS
Alexis Hernandez, KV
Sarai Hernandez, KV
Ashleigh Holden, KV
Kaci Hotz, CS
Brittany Jackowiak, KV
Ariana Jimenez, KV
Alwyn Joseph, CS
Jasmeet Kaur, CS
William Kettler, CS
Makenna Kleibrink, CS
Sandy Lam, KV
Manolo Landaverde, KV
Brett Larza, KV
Anh Le, KV
Richard Lichtenberger, KV
Eduardo Lozano, KV
Alexander Luongo, CS
Jordan Mainor, KV
Linh Maracchini, CS
Maria Martin, KV
Scot Massie, CS
Laura McDougall, CS
Saylor McFarland, KV
Daniel Mendieta Jr., KV
Alannah Mendoza, KV
Lanam Millican, KV
Kayla Mok, CS
Emma Mokhtar, KV
Sean Morin, KV
Paulina Ngo, CS
Brian Nguyen, CS
Kathy Khanh Nguyen, CS
Vy Nguyen, CS

Jasmine	 Norris, CS
Joshua Nuyttens, KV
Kellie O’Leary, KV
Abdul-Hamid Ogunbambi, CS
William Pham, CS
Calion Phan, CS
Nicole Provins, KV
Minh Redfearn, CS
Faviola Rios, KV
Galilea Robledo, KV
America Rodriguez, KV
Arlette Rodriguez, KV
Brianna Rodriguez, KV
Danalee Rodriguez, KV
Jalene Rodriguez, KV
Roel Rosales, CS
Shelby Ruggles, CS
Alaylah	 Salazar, KV
Aylin Salinas Flores, KV
Tom Sanchez, KV
Michaela Sawyer, CS
Jason Schultz, KV
Daniel Segovia, KV
Amanda Sierra, KV
Rehma Sohail, CS
Erik Solorzano, CS
Shelly Stacy, KV
Angelica Tamez, KV
Brittany Tamez, KV
Anyssa Tijerina, KV
Thi Lan Huong Tran, CS
Mariela Trevino, CS
Jason Velasco, KV
Brandon Wang, CS
Nicolas Wang, CS
Crystal Werbiski, KV
Jerry Xie, KV
Anna Zumpano, CS
Logan Zuniga, KV
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Program

Introduction ................................................................... Asim Abu-Baker, PharmD 
Associate Dean for Clinical and

                                                                               Professional Affairs

Invocation ............................................................................................ Jasmine Norris 
First-year professional student pharmacist

P1 Class Representative for the College Station Campus

Recognition of the Class of 2026,
faculty, preceptors and guests................................................Indra K. Reddy, PhD

Professor and Founding Dean 
Texas A&M University

Irma Lerma Rangel School of Pharmacy

Presentation of the speaker................................................................... Dean Reddy

Keynote speaker...............................................................Ronald Ragan, RPh, PhD
Dean and Professor

The University of Kansas School of Pharmacy 

Presentation of the Class of 2026.................................................... Dr. Abu-Baker

Donning of the White Coat.................................. Frank North, PharmD, MPA
Instructional Assistant Professor

Nephy G. Samuel, ‘14, PharmD, BCPS
Clinical Assistant Professor

Pledge of Professionalism ..........................................Christine Nguyen, PharmD
Pharmacy Manager, H-E-B

 

Closing remarks .......................................................................................Dean Reddy

Pledge of Professionalism
As a student of pharmacy, I believe there is 
a need to build and reinforce a professional 
identity founded on integrity, ethical 
behavior and honor. This development, a 
vital process in my education, will help to 
ensure that I am true to the professional 
relationship I establish between myself 
and society as I become a member of the 
pharmacy community. Integrity will be an 
essential part of my everyday life and I 
will pursue all academic and professional 
endeavors with honesty and commitment to 
service.

To accomplish this goal of professional 
development, as a student of pharmacy I 
will:

DEVELOP a sense of loyalty and duty to the 
profession by contributing to the well-being 
of others and by enthusiastically accepting 
the responsibility and accountability for 
membership in the profession.

FOSTER professional competency through 
life-long learning. I will strive for high ideals, 
teamwork, and unity within the profession 
in order to provide optimal patient care.

SUPPORT my colleagues by actively 
encouraging personal commitment to the 
Oath of a Pharmacist and the Code of 
Ethics for Pharmacists as set forth by the 
profession.

DEDICATE my life and practice to 
excellence. This will require an ongoing 
reassessment of personal and professional 
values.

MAINTAIN the highest ideals and 
professional attributes to insure and 
facilitate the covenantal relationship 
required of the pharmaceutical care giver.

The profession of pharmacy is one that 
demands adherence to a set of ethical 
principles. These high ideals are necessary 
to insure the quality of care extended to the 
patients I serve. As a student of pharmacy, I 
believe this does not start with graduation; 
rather it begins with my membership in this 
professional college community. Therefore, I 
will strive to uphold this pledge as I advance 
toward full membership in the profession.

I voluntarily make this pledge of 
professionalism.

Ronald Ragan, RPh, PhD
Dean and Professor
The University of Kansas School of Pharmacy

Dr. Ronald Ragan received his B.S. in Pharmacy from the University of Kansas 

in 1984 and is currently licensed to practice pharmacy in both Kansas and 

North Carolina. He served as the Pharmacist-in-charge and manager of a 

professional community pharmacy for five years and a staff pharmacist in 

a hospital pharmacy for two years prior to his return to graduate school. 

He earned his M.S. (1997) and his Ph.D. (1998) in Pharmacology and 

Toxicology from the University of Kansas where his graduate studies focused 

on signaling in the brain and changes that occur with aging. In 1998 he 

accepted his first academic appointment as a Clinical Assistant Professor and 

Director of the Non-Traditional PharmD (NTPD) Program at The University of Kansas where he oversaw the design 

and development of the new academic program. In 2004 he was promoted to Associate Dean for Academic 

Affairs in the School of Pharmacy where he was responsible for assessment and the professional curriculum. Dr. 

Ragan has published on topics related to neuronal cell death, drug therapy and pharmacy education. 

In 2012 Dr. Ragan accepted the position of Professor and Founding Dean of the School of Pharmacy at High Point 

University. He led the design and development of the new Fred Wilson School of Pharmacy, including recruitment 

of the leadership team and first year faculty, SACS and ACPE accreditation, and helped design the new pharmacy 

teaching and research facility. In 2019 he was recruited back to The University of Kansas as Professor and Dean 

of the historic KU School of Pharmacy. Dr. Ragan is currently responsible for both the educational and research 

components of the enterprise.

Dr. Ragan is currently a member of the Kansas Pharmacists Association, the American Pharmacists Association, 

The American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, The American Society of Health System Pharmacists, The 

American Association for the Advancement of Science, and The Society for Neuroscience. He has served on the 

board of directors of numerous health-related non-profit organizations and volunteers in his community through 

his work with civic organizations.

Dr. Ragan is married to Becky, also a pharmacist, and they are the proud parents of two adult sons,  

Sean and Scott. 


